
The committee planning the NAIOP-MD 2010 Awards of  Excellence 
competition – which is held every other year – is hard at work re-
tooling the entire program to address the current commercial real 
estate environment and to keep the event relevant and interesting. 
According to chair Connie Rhodes of  Rhodes Development, the 
group is looking to both add and delete award categories in a “creative 
fashion” in an effort to continue to recognize members and individuals 
for outstanding accomplishments in the local commercial real estate 
industry.

This is what we do know. Applications for the awards program will 
be distributed in October and the deadline for nominations will be 
December 31. After spending several months reviewing the entries and 
visiting the various buildings, the 2010 event will be held on Thursday, 
April 22 at the Baltimore Museum of  Art. In 2008, seventeen 
different companies were honored as winners in twenty-four awards 
categories.

“After scouting the entire area, The Baltimore Museum of  Art 
offered us the most compelling and interesting venue for our awards 
presentation,” explained Connie Rhodes. “With the uncertainty and 
unsettling nature of  the commercial real estate industry, the museum 
will create great artistic energy and cause us to look at things with a 
different perspective. The less formal setting will create a more relaxed 
environment and the venue itself  will be a powerful attraction to 
attendees,” she added.

In addition to the new award categories, the event will feature three 
separate networking opportunities and the awards presentation will be 
slightly shortened to accommodate these sessions. “We all understand 
the importance of  marketing and making new contacts, and this 
feature is one of  our prime goals for that evening,” she added.
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Awards of Excellence ceremony 

Garver and Pratt 
to co-chair new 
sustainability 
committee

Peter Garver and David Pratt, two local 
professionals who are recognized for their 
expertise in the area of  sustainable commercial 
real estate development practices, have been 
named co-chairmen of  a new NAIOP-MD 
committee. The founders, respectively, of  
Sustainable Development Partnerships and 
Lorax Partnerships will lead the efforts of  the 
recently-formed Sustainability Committee.

“Our intent is to focus on two areas: education 
and legislation. We plan to complement the 
educational offerings of  other organizations 
such as the US Green Building Council 
(USGBC) rather than compete with them, 
with a sharp focus on the specific needs of  
NAIOP-MD members,” explained Peter 
Garver. The offering of  educational seminars 
and conferences, as well as the formation 
of  legislative advocacy efforts that can have 
a positive impact in Maryland, are the first 
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Connie Rhodes of Rhodes Development and Chairperson of the 2010 Awards 
Committee is surrounded by (left to right)  Matt Melnick, Trout Daniel & Associates; 
Greg Masi, Manekin, LLC; Abby Glassberg, CB Richard Ellis; Brendan Gill, MacKenzie 
Commercial Real Estate Services; Taylor Fields, James F. Knott Realty Group 
and Will McCullough, St. John Properties

The NAIOP-MD Green Team: David Pratt 
(left) and Peter Garver.




